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FREELANCE RESEARCHERS AVAILABLE FOR CHICAGO AREA HISTORY PROJECTS 

The following individuals will do research for a fee. The Chicago History Museum cannot recommend specific researchers, 

nor assume responsibility for their work. Contact the researchers directly for information on fees and services. 

 

Kris Lipkowski 

1528 N. Wood 

Chicago IL 60622 

egonigo@earthlink.net 

art and architecture, 

photography, and  

newspaper and 

picture searches 

Mark Mandle 

6415 S. Kimbark, Apt. 3 

Chicago IL 60637 

mmandle18@gmail.com  

 

Chicago area history 

and genealogy; 

interested in ethnic 

and neighborhood 

history 

 

Craig Pfannkuche 

Memory Trail Research 

8612 Memory Trail 

Wonder Lake IL 60097-9442 

815-653-9459 

craig@pfannkuche.com 

 

railroad history and 

Chicago record 

(census, property, and 

directory) searches 

Raymond W. Johnson 

Johnson Research Services 

4237 Sunnyside Ave. 

Brookfield, IL  60513 

708-299-2016 

www.historycop.com 

chicagohistorydetective@gmail.com 

former criminal 

investigator, author, 

writer, researcher, 

and genealogist 

specializing in 

creative Chicago and 

Cook County projects; 

member APG 

 

Elizabeth Patterson 

2400 Ewing Avenue 

Evanston IL 60201 

847-492-0491 

epatte9888@aol.com 

twenty years’ 

experience in all types 

of research; particular 

expertise in 

architecture and 

preservation 

 

Hilary Mac Austin 

1132 W. Lunt #4B  

Chicago, IL 60626 

(773) 274-6722 

(216) 956-6300 (cell) 

mac@onehistory.org 

writer-researcher 

specializing in African 

American and 

Chicago-area history, 

genealogy, and photo 

research 

 

Christina A. Reynen 

21 W. Goethe #4D 

Chicago IL 60610 

312-335-0586 

kreynen@rcn.com  

www.chicagoreynen.com 

 

Chicago history, 

biography, court 

records, house, labor, 

and business history. 

Archival research  

Kevin Clutter 

7440 Magoun Avenue 

Hammond IN 46324 

cluttermk@aol.com 

Chicago and Cook 

County history, as 

well as most local 

communities 

Pat Lofthouse 

611 Cedar St. 

Park Ridge, IL 60068 

773-573-2231 (cell phone) 

loftypat@aol.com 

 

documentary film and 

television program 

research and 

clearance 

Laura Sklansky  

3430 N. Lake Shore Drive #6J 

Chicago, IL 60657 

773-472-0844 

laurasklansky@sbcglobal.net 

health and social 

sciences; will search 

varied topics 

Lisa Holton 

The Lisa Company 

847-869-7106 

Lisa@TheLisaCo.com    

corporate histories 

and project-based 

research on 

corporate, legal, 

brand and real estate 

matters 

Teresa S. McMillin, CG® 

416 Lauder Lane 

Inverness, IL 60067 

847-338-0041 

teresamcmillin@comcast.net 

www.lindstreet.com    

https://lindstreet.blog 

 

Chicago, Cook 

County and Midwest 

genealogy; also 

German genealogy. 

Can read German 

script 

Jeanne Larzalere Bloom 

Certified Genealogist®  

2666 E. 73rd St., #11-W 

Chicago IL 60649-2732 

773-221-4545 

773-620-1346 (cell) 

773-945-6625 (fax) 

jl-bloom@mindspring.com 

 

problem-solving and 

compilation of family 

histories, particularly 

Chicago and Cook 

County 

Timothy Barton 

Barton Zoning and Historic 

Preservation Consulting 

5401 South Hyde Park Boulevard - 

No. 205 

Chicago, IL 60615 

773.304.6458 (cell) 

timvbarton@gmail.com 

 

former Research 

Director, Commission 

on Chicago Land-

marks; Chicago 

building and neigh-

borhood history; land 

use research (zoning, 

signs, etc.) 

Armstrong-Johnston 

Image Research ⚫ Archival 

Services 

www.armstrongjohnston.com 

Leigh Armstrong 

773-852-8862   

Chicago-based image 

research, rights 

clearances, and 

license negotiation for 

media producers, 

pub-lishers, 

Ginger Frere 

Information Diggers 

5739 W. Dakin 

Chicago, IL 60634 

773-458-3484 

gfrere@informationdiggers.com 

family history, 

historical and 

biographical 

research, including 

digital and archival 

research 
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info@armstrongjohnston.com  corporations, 

curators, and families 

http://www.informationdiggers.com 

Melisa Limanowski 

Honeybee Genealogy 

Chicago, IL 

info@honeybeegenealogy.com 

 

Chicago, Indiana, 

Midwest, and New 

England genealogy 

Matthew Nickerson 

Private Historian 

2341 N. Commonwealth Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60614 

773-746-4781 

privatehistorian.net  

mnickerson@outlook.com 

 

former Chicago 

Tribune editor 

specializing in the 

writing of family 

histories 

Dr. Carol A. Ritter 

150 W. Maple St., #1813 

Chicago, IL 60610 

312-397-0041 

ritternews@gmail.com 

 

Chicago music 

history 

Scott Burgh 

4828 N. Bernard 

Chicago, IL 60625 

773-267-6319 

sgburgh@ameritech.net 

retired law library 

director: gene-

alogical, news-

paper& archival 

research; legal 

records—court,  

bankruptcy, probate, 

divorce, property, 

buildings 

 

Terry Tatum 

6434 N. Washtenaw Ave. 

Chicago, IL  60645 

773-852-9886 

rttatum2@att.net 

Research Director - 

Commission on 

Chicago Landmarks, 

2001-2014; spe-

cializing in Chicago-

area history, art, 

architecture, and 

neighborhood history 

 

James Edwards 

Chicago, IL 

773-317-3992 

jamesedwardsreports@gmail.com  

www.linkedin.com/in/james-r-

edwards 

journalist 

specializing in 

Chicago-area and 

African-American 

history; docu-

mentary and TV 

research; archival, 

legal, and gov-

ernment records 

 

Danielle Euer 

Euer Preservation Consulting LLC 

Chicago IL  

773-426-6472 

euerpreservation@gmail.com 

https://linkedin.com/in/danielleeuer 

 

Architectural re-

search and 

documentation ser-

vices; research to 

locate original archi-

tectural drawings and 

terra cotta shop 

drawings 

Kevin Kaufmann 

6253 N. Troy St 

Chicago IL 60659 

773-865-3638 

kevin.kaufmannphd@gmail.com  

American history, 

especially Chicago 

and cultural history 

Ellen Driscoll 

Ancestry Sisters 

530 N. Lake Shore Dr. 

Chicago,Il. 60611 

ancestrysisters@gmail.com  

www.ancestrysisters.com 

 

Chicago genealogy, 

family history, Irish 

genealogy, adop-

tions, DAR & May-

flower applications 

 

Andrew Elders 

1037 Pleasant St. #1C 

Oak Park IL 60302 

309-373-2538 

aeillini@gmail.com  

Architectural 

research, 

documentation and 

attribution, 

American 

genealogy, archival 

research 

Brie Callahan 

2334 N. Lawndale 

Chicago, IL 60647 

773-688-4561 

briecallahan@gmail.com 

genealogy, family 

history, census and 

house history 

research; photograph 

and image searches 

 

Sarah Potter 

Modern Ancestry 

www.modernancestry.com  

 

 

Grace DuMelle 

Heartland Historical Research 

Service 

2714 S. Hillock Avenue 

Chicago IL 60608-5712 

312-842-8933 

hhrs1872.wordpress.com  

 

author, Finding Your 

Chicago Ancestors; 

little-known records 

and methodology; 

building and small 

business history; no 

Al Capone projects 
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