
Covering history can be a daunting 

task. But, by engaging students in art, 

history teachers can uncover more history 

and investigate essential questions, key ideas 

and content, as well as build a myriad of 

critical thinking skills. 
 

Art matters. Art inspires inquiry. Art belongs in the history 

classroom! It is rooted in a historical period and its artists are the agents, storytellers, 

photographers, and painters of their time. Art opens an entry to political and cultural 

history that powerfully resonates with the present.  

 

The Chicago Metro History Fair joins the Art Design Chicago initiative, by offering 

professional development to history and social studies teachers to bring compelling art 

into the history classroom. Meet with curators, art museum educators, and historians to 

deepen content knowledge, hone visual analysis skills, and learn art activities. Yield 

benefits for the classroom as well as one’s professional development and personal 

enrichment …and perhaps discover unique History Fair topics for students to explore. 

 

You are invited to join the Fall series of “Uncovering!”  

 

“A Choice of Weapons:”  
African-American Chicago’s Art and Design for History 

Classrooms  
 

 “Paint is the only weapon I have with which to fight what I 

resent. If I could write I would write about it.  If I could talk I 

would talk about it. Since I paint, I must paint about it.” 

           Charles White, artist 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

Saturday, October 27 from 9:00am to 4:00pm 

Museum of Contemporary Photography & Smart Museum 

“Many Faces of Ralph Arnold: Art, 

Identity, Politics” 
 

“What’s Your Bag?” The influential African-American, gay artist 

Ralph Arnold created collages in the 1960s and’70s that used 

existing images to examine race, gender, sexuality, and politics. 

Curator Gregory Foster-Rice will lead teachers through the 

exhibition which highlights Arnold’s compelling images made from 

painting, photography, and text. Art analysis and an activity that 

can be brought into the history classrooms will be facilitated by the 

director of museum education. Historical readings will be provided.  
 

“The Time is Now! Art Worlds of 

Chicago’s South Side, 1960-80” 

 

Resistance and rebellion is more than standing against—it is also 

ideas and actions that answer the question, “What do you stand 

for?” OBAC and AfriCobra created the positive, powerful artistic 

contributions to Black Power in writing, art, and music, while the 

Chicago Imagists playfully turned peoples’ heads about what 

constitutes art.  Throughout, gender issues pushed forward. 

Reknown scholar Rebecca Zorach will lead the tour, with a historian 

discussion and an art activity by Smart staff following. Dig It! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/choiceweapons


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

All participants will use an interactive notebook, receive educational materials, 

professional development hours, and door prizes.  They also will garner opportunities for 

free bus transportation to bring students to the exhibitions.   

 

3-day Fellowship Details: 

The fellowship involves participating on all three days and producing a lesson plan that 

will be based on art and times studied.  “Choice” fellowship teachers will earn a 

certificate, professional development hours, materials, and an honorarium by meeting the 

expectations. Participate in the fellowship and receive all the above, an honorarium, and 

the newly published Art in Chicago: A History from the Fire to Now. 
 

Can’t participate in all three days? 
Teachers may register for October 27 programs or the November 3 and December 8 

programs. You will contribute an interactive notebook entry and receive professional 

development hours and be eligible for door prizes. 

 

 

Past and Future “Uncovering Series” 
 

COMING JULY 2019 (tentatively set for the week of the 22nd) 

Modern by Design: Identity, Industry, and Consumerism 
 

PREVIOUS SUMMER SERIES 

Brown and Black Art in the History Classroom    

• July 19, 2018 at the National Museum of Mexican History, “Artes Diseno Xicago” 

• July 20, 2018 at the Art Institute of Chicago, “Charles White Retrospective” 

• July 23, 2018 at the UIC Special Collections Library 

 

 

The CMHF “Uncovering” series is part of Art Design Chicago, an initiative of the Terra Foundation 

for American Art exploring Chicago’s art and design legacy, with presenting partner, The Richard H. 

Driehaus Foundation. Additional support provided by the Polk Bros. Foundation. 

 

Saturdays, November 3 and December 8, 9:30am-3:00pm 

Chicago Cultural Center  

 

African American Designers in Chicago: 
Art, Commerce, and the Politics of Race 
Sometimes the choice is to “go commercial.” African-

Americans in Chicago also became designers, commercial artists, 

cartoonists, sign painters, and illustrators within the community as 

well as the dominant white society.  Explore this untold story of 

design, gender, consumerism and race throughout the 20th century.  
 

The program begins with a symposium of leading cultural historians 

of African-American design, consumerism.  Get your geek on as you 

share in the most current, innovative scholarship.  In the second 

session, connect your knowledge and questions with private 

curator’s tour of the exhibition in the morning.  For Choice fellows, 

the afternoon includes lunch and a working time and space on 

lessons. 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/choiceweapons
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/choiceweapons

