
ILLINOIS STATE HISTORY DAY RESULTS
SENIOR DIVISION - APRIL 27, 2026

First Name Last Name School Title Division Category Teacher Category Award Special Award

Edie Park Independent Scholars
The Ties That Divided Rome: Marriage Alliances in the 
Gracchan Reforms

Senior Paper CMHD STAFF National Qualifier

Hugo Richards Independent Scholars
General Washington's Revolutionary Reaction to Smallpox 
in the Revolutionary Army

Senior Paper CMHD STAFF National Qualifier

Sarah Chae Independent Scholars
The San Francisco State Strike: How Students’ Revolution 
Led to Powerful Reaction and Academic Reform

Senior Paper CMHD STAFF Alternate

Beatriz
Whitford-
Rodriguez

Independent Scholars
"The Girl Puzzle": How Nellie Bly Weaponized Womanhood 
to Revolutionize Journalism and Drive Reform

Senior Paper CMHD STAFF Finalist

Emma Hoang Maine South High School
Penicillin, a Miracle that Sparked Revolution, Reaction, and 
Reform in Healthcare

Senior Paper Mike Biondo Finalist

Dawud Mansuri DEEN Co-Op
Baseball:  A Symbol of Cuban National Identity and 
Resistance

Senior Paper Meena Malik Finalist

Kush Sahai Independent Scholars
Get Oil Out!: How the Grassroots Reaction to the Santa 
Barbara Oil Spill of 1969 Led to National Environmental 
Reform

Senior
Individual 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF National Qualifier

Evan Gabel Lincoln Park High School
The 1967 Detroit Uprisings: Black Communities Reaction to 
Years of Discrimination

Senior
Individual 
Documentary

Julie Magar National Qualifier

Hadia Miriam Maine West High School
Beyond the Expiration Date: Maggie Kuhn and the Gray 
Panthers’ Revolution Against Ageism

Senior
Individual 
Documentary

Bryanne Roemer Alternate

Misha Rahman Vernon Hills High School Before Roe: The Jane Collective Senior
Individual 
Documentary

Matthew Bellito Finalist

Gabriella Novak
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

A Reactionary Reading of the 14th Amendment: Mississippi 
and the Disenfranchisement of African-American Voters.

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Arjun Sawhney
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

A Reactionary Reading of the 14th Amendment: Mississippi 
and the Disenfranchisement of African-American Voters.

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL DOCUMENTARIES

SENIOR PAPERS

SENIOR GROUP DOCUMENTARIES
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Sophia Chen Normal Community High School John Dewey and Nationalism Senior
Group 
Documentary

Andy Wilson National Qualifier

Julia Min Normal Community High School John Dewey and Nationalism Senior
Group 
Documentary

Andy Wilson National Qualifier

Jakub
Tinoco 
Lewandowski

Normal Community High School John Dewey and Nationalism Senior
Group 
Documentary

Andy Wilson National Qualifier

Jaehyun Yi Normal Community High School John Dewey and Nationalism Senior
Group 
Documentary

Andy Wilson National Qualifier

Irene Kim Normal Community High School John Dewey and Nationalism Senior
Group 
Documentary

Andy Wilson National Qualifier

Nina Webster Niles North High School
How Backlash Undermined Revolution: Bill Ayers and The 
Weather Underground

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Pankaj Sharma Alternate

Mia Ognisanti Niles North High School
How Backlash Undermined Revolution: Bill Ayers and The 
Weather Underground

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Pankaj Sharma Alternate

Magdalena Prucnal Niles North High School
How Backlash Undermined Revolution: Bill Ayers and The 
Weather Underground

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Pankaj Sharma Alternate

Siena Moore
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Do Ask, Don't Tell: The Crittenden Report Reacts to the 
Purge of Homosexual Employees From the Federal 
Government

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Cynthia Jurisson Finalist

Lydia Gilbert
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Do Ask, Don't Tell: The Crittenden Report Reacts to the 
Purge of Homosexual Employees From the Federal 
Government

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Cynthia Jurisson Finalist

Jessica
Stainton-
Simmons

University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Do Ask, Don't Tell: The Crittenden Report Reacts to the 
Purge of Homosexual Employees From the Federal 
Government

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Cynthia Jurisson Finalist

Delaney Connell
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Do Ask, Don't Tell: The Crittenden Report Reacts to the 
Purge of Homosexual Employees From the Federal 
Government

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Cynthia Jurisson Finalist

Austin Lok
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Do Ask, Don't Tell: The Crittenden Report Reacts to the 
Purge of Homosexual Employees From the Federal 
Government

Senior
Group 
Documentary

Cynthia Jurisson Finalist

Jebediah Meredith
Carbondale Community High 
School

The Kent State Massacre Senior
Group 
Documentary

CJ Buss Finalist
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David Johnson
Carbondale Community High 
School

The Kent State Massacre Senior
Group 
Documentary

CJ Buss Finalist

Alexei Kadyrov
Carbondale Community High 
School

The Kent State Massacre Senior
Group 
Documentary

CJ Buss Finalist

Rowen Fruchter Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Lilli Bender Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Cynder Johnson Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Clara Degenholtz Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Siran Yang Lake Forest Academy
The Chinese Xi’an Incident of 1936: House Arrest of Chief 
Commander Chiang for Changing Course to a United Front 
Against Japan

Senior
Individual 
Performance

Rita MacAyeal National Qualifier

Cordelia Rodriguez
Chicago High School for 
Agricultural Sciences

Packard v. Packard Senior
Individual 
Performance

Diana Krnjaca National Qualifier
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Maria Tinoco Morton East High School
The Threat of an Educated Woman: Sor Juana Inés de la 
Cruz’s Literary Revolution, Society’s Reaction, and the 
Reform of Women’s Intellectual Freedom

Senior
Individual 
Performance

Jennie Crownson Alternate

Hannah Thomas
Carbondale Community High 
School

The Women’s Army Corps: Opening The Door Senior
Group 
Performance

CJ Buss National Qualifier

Elyse Nguyen
Carbondale Community High 
School

The Women’s Army Corps: Opening The Door Senior
Group 
Performance

CJ Buss National Qualifier

Hannah Hassett
Chicago High School for 
Agricultural Sciences

Welcome to the Jungle: A Conversation of Reform Across 
Time

Senior
Group 
Performance

Diana Krnjaca National Qualifier

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCES

SENIOR GROUP PERFORMANCES

3



ILLINOIS STATE HISTORY DAY RESULTS
SENIOR DIVISION - APRIL 27, 2026

Anne Lyons
Chicago High School for 
Agricultural Sciences

Welcome to the Jungle: A Conversation of Reform Across 
Time

Senior
Group 
Performance

Diana Krnjaca National Qualifier

Arnav Chaphalkar Independent Scholars
Doctor Norman Borlaug: Challenging Hunger Through 
Agricultural Revolution, Political Reaction, and Global 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Performance

CMHD STAFF Alternate

Alex Rechitsky Independent Scholars
Doctor Norman Borlaug: Challenging Hunger Through 
Agricultural Revolution, Political Reaction, and Global 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Performance

CMHD STAFF Alternate

Liliana Escobedo CICS Northtown Academy Poisoned for Profit: Radium, Reaction, Reform Senior Individual Exhibit Vincent McCann National Qualifier Illinois Court History Award

Annie Bowles Maine East High School Jane Addams and Hull-House: Revolutionizing Social Work Senior Individual Exhibit Clinton Poskozim National Qualifier
Illinois Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award

Danielle Sustituido Maine South High School The Visiting Nurses Association of Chicago Senior Individual Exhibit Mike Biondo Alternate

Finnegan Williams Regina Dominican High School Rock Against Reagan: Punk Politics of the ‘70s and ‘80s Senior Individual Exhibit Andrew Michalek Finalist

Ferin Surati Maine East High School Women Revolutionizing Medicine Senior Individual Exhibit Clinton Poskozim Finalist

Rose Hassman Maine South High School Born in the U.S.A. Senior Individual Exhibit Mike Biondo Finalist

Janiya Jones
Gwendolyn Brooks College 
Preparatory Academy High 
School

The Beat Goes “Out” Senior Individual Exhibit Marlene Espinoza Finalist

Elliott Miller Maine East High School The Fight for Women's Suffrage Senior Individual Exhibit Clinton Poskozim Finalist

Lena Henning Maine South High School BLOOD BANKS: How they Revolutionized Medicine Senior Individual Exhibit Mike Biondo Finalist

Olivia Schleman Independent Scholars
“The Grandest Joke of the Age”: Reaction, Revolution, and 
Re-formation in the American Art World

Senior Individual Exhibit CMHD STAFF Finalist

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL EXHIBITS

4



ILLINOIS STATE HISTORY DAY RESULTS
SENIOR DIVISION - APRIL 27, 2026

Francesca Ocampo Maine West High School
The 1963 Chicago Public School Boycott: The Fight Against 
The Injustice In Chicago’s Education System

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer National Qualifier
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Emily Owca Maine West High School
The 1963 Chicago Public School Boycott: The Fight Against 
The Injustice In Chicago’s Education System

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer National Qualifier
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Iris Strahilevitz
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Thomas Nast: Taking Political Communication Back to the 
Drawing Board

Senior Group Exhibit Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Daniel Chang
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Thomas Nast: Taking Political Communication Back to the 
Drawing Board

Senior Group Exhibit Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Amira Moultrie
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Thomas Nast: Taking Political Communication Back to the 
Drawing Board

Senior Group Exhibit Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Sameera Shethwala Niles North High School
The Radium Girls: Reaction, Reform, and Revolution in 
Illinois Workplace Safety

Senior Group Exhibit Marissa Moss Alternate

Abigail Bullis Niles North High School
The Radium Girls: Reaction, Reform, and Revolution in 
Illinois Workplace Safety

Senior Group Exhibit Marissa Moss Alternate

Nha Ky Tran CICS Northtown Academy The Radium Girls Senior Group Exhibit Vincent McCann Finalist
Illinois Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award

Lujain Elkhabier CICS Northtown Academy The Radium Girls Senior Group Exhibit Vincent McCann Finalist
Illinois Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award

Yasmin Flores Cobden High School
Home of the Hispanic Immigrants: The Migration 
Revolution, the Repeat of Reaction, and the Road to Reform

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Isabella Bartolo Cobden High School
Home of the Hispanic Immigrants: The Migration 
Revolution, the Repeat of Reaction, and the Road to Reform

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Brisa Calderon Cobden High School
Home of the Hispanic Immigrants: The Migration 
Revolution, the Repeat of Reaction, and the Road to Reform

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Michaela Paramben Niles North High School
The Chicago 8 Trial: Five Voices Who Turned the Courtroom 
into a Platform for Protest

Senior Group Exhibit Marissa Moss Finalist

SENIOR GROUP EXHIBITS
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Eliana Sokolovsky Niles North High School
The Chicago 8 Trial: Five Voices Who Turned the Courtroom 
into a Platform for Protest

Senior Group Exhibit Marissa Moss Finalist

Axel Rodriguez Morton East High School Atomic Bomb in World War 2 Senior Group Exhibit Eveelin Avila Finalist

Ariana Beltran Morton East High School Atomic Bomb in World War 2 Senior Group Exhibit Eveelin Avila Finalist

Melanie Mallari Niles North High School The Great Chicago Fire  Modern Chicago Architecture Senior Group Exhibit Marissa Moss Finalist

Kayla Oquendo Niles North High School The Great Chicago Fire  Modern Chicago Architecture Senior Group Exhibit Marissa Moss Finalist

Ryan Cooper Maine West High School
American Airlines Flight 191: How Airline Safety Evolved to 
its Current State

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer Finalist

Kyle Sochowski Maine West High School
American Airlines Flight 191: How Airline Safety Evolved to 
its Current State

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer Finalist

Ignacy Ezlakowski Maine West High School
American Airlines Flight 191: How Airline Safety Evolved to 
its Current State

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer Finalist

Emilio Lasku Maine West High School
American Airlines Flight 191: How Airline Safety Evolved to 
its Current State

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer Finalist

Alex Madathil Maine West High School
American Airlines Flight 191: How Airline Safety Evolved to 
its Current State

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer Finalist

Selena Flores Cobden High School
The King Of Pop: Revolutionizing Sound, Reacting To 
Society, Reforming The Stage

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist

Alyssa Garibay Cobden High School
The King Of Pop: Revolutionizing Sound, Reacting To 
Society, Reforming The Stage

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist

Saanvika Chikoti Adlai E. Stevenson High School Viv libète! The Women Behind the Haitian Revolution        Senior
Individual 
Website

Paul Mazzuca National Qualifier

Abhay Bobba Adlai E. Stevenson High School Citizenship on Trial:        Tule Lake and the No-No Boys Senior
Individual 
Website

Paul Mazzuca National Qualifier

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL WEBSITE
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Francis Bu
Carbondale Community High 
School

The Discovery of Penicillin: The Greatest Accidental 
Breakthrough in Medical History

Senior
Individual 
Website

CJ Buss Alternate

Shankar Harikrishnan Adlai E. Stevenson High School
"Light, Air, and Sun": How Red Vienna's Housing Reforms 
Revolutionized Urban Life

Senior
Individual 
Website

Paul Mazzuca Finalist

David Li
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

A Courageous and Revolutionary Reaction to the 1854 
Kansas-Nebraska Act: The New England Emigrant Aid 
Company's Anti-Slavery Campaign in Kansas

Senior Group Website Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Callum Reddy
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

A Courageous and Revolutionary Reaction to the 1854 
Kansas-Nebraska Act: The New England Emigrant Aid 
Company's Anti-Slavery Campaign in Kansas

Senior Group Website Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Kabir Joshi
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Debates and Decisions About Birthright Citizenship in 
Historical Perspective: Reform-Minded or Reactionary?

Senior Group Website Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Jonah Chen
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Debates and Decisions About Birthright Citizenship in 
Historical Perspective: Reform-Minded or Reactionary?

Senior Group Website Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

John Mangum
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Debates and Decisions About Birthright Citizenship in 
Historical Perspective: Reform-Minded or Reactionary?

Senior Group Website Cynthia Jurisson National Qualifier

Ishmael Holz
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Nuclear Reaction, Political Reform Senior Group Website Cynthia Jurisson Alternate

Cruise Lickerman
University of Chicago Laboratory 
Schools (High School)

Nuclear Reaction, Political Reform Senior Group Website Cynthia Jurisson Alternate

Francesca Ocampo Maine West High School
The 1963 Chicago Public School Boycott: The Fight Against 
The Injustice In Chicago’s Education System

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer National Qualifier
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Emily Owca Maine West High School
The 1963 Chicago Public School Boycott: The Fight Against 
The Injustice In Chicago’s Education System

Senior Group Exhibit Bryanne Roemer National Qualifier
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Cordelia Rodriguez
Chicago High School for 
Agricultural Sciences

Packard v. Packard Senior
Individual 
Performance

Diana Krnjaca National Qualifier
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

SPECIAL AWARD WINNERS

SENIOR GROUP WEBSITE
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Sohil Pathak Maine West High School Emmett Till: A Death that Awakened a Movement Senior
Group 
Documentary

Bryanne Roemer
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Mouhamed Elidrissi Maine West High School Emmett Till: A Death that Awakened a Movement Senior
Group 
Documentary

Bryanne Roemer
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Michael Serrano Maine West High School Emmett Till: A Death that Awakened a Movement Senior
Group 
Documentary

Bryanne Roemer
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Kaleab Kassa Maine West High School Emmett Till: A Death that Awakened a Movement Senior
Group 
Documentary

Bryanne Roemer
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Christin Yaqoob Maine West High School Emmett Till: A Death that Awakened a Movement Senior
Group 
Documentary

Bryanne Roemer
Illinois America 250 Commission 
Semiquincentennial Award

Rowen Fruchter Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Lilli Bender Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Cynder Johnson Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Clara Degenholtz Independent Scholars
It’s All Because Of Jim: James Petrillo’s Legacy of Labor 
Reform

Senior
Group 
Documentary

CMHD STAFF Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Yasmin Flores Cobden High School
Home of the Hispanic Immigrants: The Migration 
Revolution, the Repeat of Reaction, and the Road to Reform

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Isabella Bartolo Cobden High School
Home of the Hispanic Immigrants: The Migration 
Revolution, the Repeat of Reaction, and the Road to Reform

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Brisa Calderon Cobden High School
Home of the Hispanic Immigrants: The Migration 
Revolution, the Repeat of Reaction, and the Road to Reform

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Finalist Illinois Labor History Award

Dhruv Soni Maine East High School
Space to Society: How the Space Race Revolutionized 
Technology

Senior Individual Exhibit Clinton Poskozim
Illinois State Society Colonial 
Dames of 17th Century Award
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Annika Aper Maine South High School
Buying the American Dream: How Sears Shaped Modern 
Homes

Senior Group Exhibit Mike Biondo
Illinois State Society Colonial 
Dames of 17th Century Award

Alyssa Moriello Maine South High School
Buying the American Dream: How Sears Shaped Modern 
Homes

Senior Group Exhibit Mike Biondo
Illinois State Society Colonial 
Dames of 17th Century Award

Yuridia Acosta Morton East High School Women's Suffrage Senior Group Exhibit Eveelin Avila

Illinois State Society Colonial 
Dames of 17th Century Award & 
the Illinois Daughters of the 
American Revolution Award

Mariana Tunjo Morton East High School Women's Suffrage Senior Group Exhibit Eveelin Avila

Illinois State Society Colonial 
Dames of 17th Century Award & 
the Illinois Daughters of the 
American Revolution Award

Yuridia Acosta Morton East High School Women's Suffrage Senior Group Exhibit Eveelin Avila

Illinois State Society Colonial 
Dames of 17th Century Award & 
the Illinois Daughters of the 
American Revolution Award

Mariana Tunjo Morton East High School Women's Suffrage Senior Group Exhibit Eveelin Avila

Illinois State Society Colonial 
Dames of 17th Century Award & 
the Illinois Daughters of the 
American Revolution Award

Annie Bowles Maine East High School Jane Addams and Hull-House: Revolutionizing Social Work Senior Individual Exhibit Clinton Poskozim National Qualifier
Illinois Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award

Nha Ky Tran CICS Northtown Academy The Radium Girls Senior Group Exhibit Vincent McCann Finalist
Illinois Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award

Lujain Elkhabier CICS Northtown Academy The Radium Girls Senior Group Exhibit Vincent McCann Finalist
Illinois Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award

Sophia Ruph
Carbondale Community High 
School

19th Century Reform: Dorothea Dix's Impact on American 
Asylums.

Senior Group Exhibit CJ Buss
Illinois Society Sons and Daughters 
of the Pilgrims Award

Alice Metzger
Carbondale Community High 
School

19th Century Reform: Dorothea Dix's Impact on American 
Asylums.

Senior Group Exhibit CJ Buss
Illinois Society Sons and Daughters 
of the Pilgrims Award

Stella Hacke Maine South High School Labor, Laws, and Little Ones Senior Group Exhibit Mike Biondo
Illinois Society Sons and Daughters 
of the Pilgrims Award

Megan Radzki Maine South High School Labor, Laws, and Little Ones Senior Group Exhibit Mike Biondo
Illinois Society Sons and Daughters 
of the Pilgrims Award
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Gabriela Carvalho
Woodlands Academy of the 
Sacred Heart

Manifest Destiny Art: A Silent Revolution in America’s Image Senior Individual Exhibit Andrea Cavedo
Illinois Society Sons and Daughters 
of the Pilgrims Award

Liliana Escobedo CICS Northtown Academy Poisoned for Profit: Radium, Reaction, Reform Senior Individual Exhibit Vincent McCann National Qualifier Illinois Court History Award

Vincent Snyder
Carbondale Community High 
School

Tuskegee Airmen: Courage in the face of Segregation Senior Individual Exhibit CJ Buss
UIS Center for Lincoln Studies 
Award

Zonia Zamora Cobden High School
The start of a new revolution: Education Pathways created 
for hispanic students in southern Illinois through reform and 
community reaction.

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Hometown Histories Award

Mariana Palmerin Cobden High School
The start of a new revolution: Education Pathways created 
for hispanic students in southern Illinois through reform and 
community reaction.

Senior Group Exhibit Jamie Nash-Mayberry Hometown Histories Award
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