
 
Aquí en Chicago - Community Awareness Council  

Concejal de Sabiduría Comunitaria del Proyecto Aquí en Chicago 
 

This group is made up of intellectual supporters of Aquí en Chicago, a project by the Chicago 
History Museum, who will help us remain aware of communities within the Latino/a/x 
population of Chicago(land). Our goals are:  

- to build relationships among and across the many different Latino/a/x communities  
- to bring as many voices to the table at CHM as possible 
- to network through this group  
- to learn of ways in which the Museum can serve diverse Latino/a/x communities. 

 
Este grupo está compuesto de los consejeros intelectuales de Aquí en Chicago, un proyecto del 
Museo de Historia de Chicago. Estos consejeros nos ayudarán a estar al día con las comunidades 
de la población latina/x de Chicago(land). Nuestros objetivos son:  

- Construir vínculos entre y a través de las diferentes comunidades latinas 
- Aportar el mayor número posible de voces en el CHM. 
- Establecer una red de colaboración y apoyo a través de este grupo.  
- Y aprender sobre las maneras en que el Museo puede servir a las diversas comunidades 

latinas en el área 
 
Council Members 
 
Grisel Acosta, Associate Professor of English at the City University of New York-Bronx 
Community College 
 
Miguel A. Blancarte, Jr., Health, Equity, and Community Consultant at Blancarte Strategies 
 
Carlos Bossard, Executive Director, Haitian American Museum of Chicago 
 
Teresa Córdova, Director, Great Cities Institute, University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
Lilia Fernández, Professor of History, University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
Gladys de la Torre, Co-Founder, Kichwa Community of Chicago 
 
Marco Del Arca, Project Engineer, Mortenson Construction 
 



Ivelisse Díaz, Director, Escuelita Bombera de Corazón   
 
Daysi Funes, Executive Director, Centro Romero 
 
Guillermo Garcia, Co-Founder, GSG Consultants Inc.; Chairman of the Board of the Illinois 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce; Board of Trustees, Chicago History Museum 
 
Alejandra Garza, Founder and President, AGG Consulting; Chair, Education, Board of Trustees, 
Chicago History Museum 
 
Rubén Gerena, National Louis University Professor and Chair of Human Services and Board 
President of La Escuelita Bombera De Corazón 
 
Luis Gutierrez, CEO, Latinos Progresando 
 
Carlos Hernández Falcón, Executive Director and Founder, Puerto Rican Arts Alliance 
 
Jacqueline Lazú, Associate Dean of Research & Graduate Studies, Associate Professor, Dept. of 
Modern Languages, Affiliated Faculty, Dept. of Criminology, Critical Ethnic Studies Program, 

DePaul University 

 
José López, Lecturer, Latin American and Latino Studies, UIC, Executive Director and Co-
Founder of The Puerto Rican Cultural Center Juan Antonio Corretjer 
 
Mireya Loza, Associate Professor, Department of History, American Studies Program, 
Georgetown University; Contributing Curator, National Museum of American History, 
Smithsonian Institution 
 
Omar Magaña, Executive Director, OPEN Center for the Arts 
 
Billy Ocasio, Founding Director, National Puerto Rican Museum 
 
Antonio Ramírez, Associate Professor I of History & Political Science Elgin Community College 
and Project Director of the Chicagolandia Oral History Project 
 
Fanny Sampson, Co-Founder, Latino Jewish Taskforce, American Jewish Committee 

Nancy Villafranca, co-founder Raíces: Chicago Story Coalition and Deputy Commissioner of 
Programming, DCASE 

Ashley Dequilla, Archivist for the Filipino Historical Society of Chicago 

Lauren Pacheco, Co-Founder, Slow and Low: Chicago Lowrider Festival 



 


