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TRAVEL NARRATIVES & EARLY ACCOUNTS

Angle, Paul McClelland, 1900-  comp.

Prairie State; impressions of Illinois, 1673-1967, by travelers and other observers,
compiled and edited by Paul M. Angle, with the assistance of Mary Lynn McCree. Chicago,
University of Chicago Press [1968]

Thwaites, Reuben Gold, 1853-1913, ed.

Early western travels, 1748-1846; a series of annotated reprints of some of the best and
rarest contemporary volumes of travel, descriptive of the aborigines and social and economic
conditions in the middle and far West, during the period of early American settlement, ed.

notes, introductions, index, etc. by Reuben Gold Thwaites ... Cleveland, O., The A.H. Clark
company, 1904-1907.
32 v. v.31-32, Analytical index to the series.

Blegen, Theodore Christian, 1891- ed.
Land of their choice; the immigrants write home. [Minneapolis] University of
Minnesota Press [1955]
For material on Illinois, see index.

Long, Stephen Harriman, 1784-1864.
A letter from ... to George Graham ... [on his explorations in the Northwest Territory]
Photostatic copy from: The National Register, vol. 3, no. 13, p. 193-198, 1817.

Birkbeck, Morris, 1764-1825.
Letters from Illinois, by Morris Birkbeck. 1sted. London, Taylor and Hessey, 1818.

Fordham, Elias Pym.

Personal narrative of travels in Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana,
Kentucky, and of a residence in the Illinois territory: 1817-1818, by Elias Pym Fordham; with
facsimiles of the author’s sketches and plans; ed. by Frederic Austin Ogg ... Cleveland, The

A.H. Clark company, 1906.
“Selected list of contemporary travels”: p. [239]-242.

Mason, Richard Lee, d. 1824.
Narrative of Richard Lee Mason in the pioneer West, 1819. New York city, Printed for
C.F. Heartman [1915]
Illinois: p. 39-74.

O’Ferrall, Simon Ansley, d. 1844.



A ramble of six thousand miles through the United States of America. By S. A. Ferrall
London, E. Wilson, 1832.

F37X
P6B9Q [Burlend, Rebecca] 1793-1872.
... A true picture of emigration, edited by Milo Milton Quaife ... Chicago, The
Lakeside press, R. R. Donnelley & sons co., 1936.

Includes reproduction of original t.-p.: A true picture of emigration: or Fourteen years in
the interior of North America; being a full and impartial account of the various difficulties and
ultimate success of an English family who emigrated from Barwick-in-Elmet, near Leeds, in

the year 1831. London, G. Berger; [etc., etc., 1848]
E165
B44 Benton, Colbee Chamberlain, 1805-1880.
A visitor to Chicago in Indian days. “Journal to the ‘Far-off west’.” Edited by Paul M.
Angle and James R. Getz. Chicago, The Caxton Club, 1957.
F38H
S3 Schmidt, Leone
Come fly to the prairie. Mendota, Ill., The Wayside Press [1968]
E165
F44 Fidler, Isaac.

Observations on professions, literature, manners, and emigration, in the United States and

Canada, made during a residence there in 1832. By the Rev. Isaac Fidler ... New-York, J.

& J. Harper, 1833.
HE2751
R13 Butler, Charles, 1802-1897.
1911 Travel from Detroit to Chicago in 1833.

(In The railway library. Chicago, 1912. v. [3] 1911, p. 5-12)
Extracts from The life and letters of Charles Butler, by Francis Hovey Stoddard.

F38A
F3 Hoffman, Charles Fenno, 1806-1884.
no.20 ... A winter in the West: letters descriptive of Chicago and vicinity in 1833-4. By

Charles Fenno Hoffman ... Reprint, with the original and new notes. Chicago, Fergus

printing company, 1882.
F37A
12] Jones, Dallas L
v. 47 Chicago in 1833. Impressions of three Britishers.

(In the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society. Springfield, 1954. vol. XLVII, p.
167-175.

E165
S55 Shirreff, Patrick.

A tour through North America; together with a comprehensive view of the Canadas, and

United States. As adapted for agricultural emigration. By Patrick Shirreff, farmer...
Edinburgh [etc.] Oliver & Boyd, 1835.

F25H

P22 Parker, Amos Andrew, b. 1792.

Trip to the West and Texas. Comprising a journey of eight thousand miles, through
New-York, Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, Louisiana and Texas, in the autumn and winter of
1834-5. Interspersed with anecdotes, incidents and observations. By A. A. Parker.
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Concord, N. H., White & Fisher, 1835.

Berger, Max, 1914-
The British traveller in America, 1836-1860. New York, [Columbia University Press]
1943.
Chicago description: p. 51-53.

[Flagg, Edmund] 1815-1890.

The far West: or, A tour beyond the mountains. Embracing outlines of western life and
scenery; sketches of the prairies, rivers, ancient mounds, early settlements of the French. etc.,
etc. ... New York, Harper & brothers, 1838.

Rev. and enl. from “Sketches of a traveller”, a series of articles pub. in the Louisville

journal in 1836.-Cf. Pref.

Nye, Thomas, 1801-1877.
Journal of Thomas Nye written during a journey between Montreal & Chicago in 1837,
edited by Hugh McLellan. Champlain, Priv. print. at the Moorsfield press, 1932.

Barker, Frances (Long), 1830-
From the Green mountains to the prairies. Great Barrington, Mass., Printed by the
Berkshire Courier Press, 1955.
Reminiscences of the journey from Vermont to Illinois in 1835, life on a farm on the Des
Plaines River, 1835-1842, and life in Chicago, 1842 and after.

Ryerson, Joseph Turner, 1813-1883.
Recollections of his first journey, Philadelphia to Chicago: impressions of Chicago-
1842. [Chicago, 1880]

Moore, Nathaniel Fish, 1782-1872.
... Diary; a trip from New York to the falls of St. Anthony in 1845; edited by Stanley
Pargellis and Ruth Lapham Butler. Chicago, Pub. for the Newberry library by the University
of Chicago press, 1946.
Bibliographical references included in “Notes” (p. 81-98)

Oliver, William.
Eight months in Illinois, with information to immigrants, by William Oliver ... Chicago,
W.M. Hill, 1924.
With facsimile of original t.-p., Newcastle upon Tyne, 1843.

Bryant, William Cullen, 1794-1878.
Letters of a traveller; or, notes of things seen in Europe and America. By William
Cullen Bryant. New York, G. P. Putnam, 1850.
Letters written from Princeton, I1l. and Chicago in 1846, p. 256-270.

Bremer, Fredrika, 1801-1865.
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Fredrika Bremer in Chicago in 1850. Trans. and ed. by Ernst Ekman.
(In The Swedish pioneer historical quarterly. Davenport, Iowa, 1968. v. 19, p. 234-244)

Rooth, Signe Alice.

Seeress of the Northland; Fredrika Bremer’s American journey, 1849-1851. [15ed.]
Philadelphia, American Swedish Historical Foundation [1955]
Chicago: p. 76-77. Bibliography: p. [283]-298.

Illinois. State historical society.
Journal, June, 1945, v. 38, no. 2, p. 207.
A Frenchman in America. Two chapters from Ampere’s Promenade en Amerique, 1851.

Weld, Charles Richard, 1813-1869.
A vacation tour in the United States and Canada. By Charles R. Weld... London,
Longman Brown, Green and Longmans, 1855.

Leslie, Alexander, d. 1910.
Diary kept during journey from Aberdeen, Scotland, to Galena, Ill., and back to Chicago,
Feb. 14, 1857 to May 25, 1858 covering his residence in Chicago, Apr. 1857 to May, 1958.

Caird, Sir James, 1816-1892.
Prairie farming in America. With notes by the way on Canada and the United States. By
James Caird ... London, Longmans, Brown, Green, Longmans, & Roberts, 1859.

The United States and Canada, as seen by two brothers in 1858 and 1861. London, E.
Stanford, 1862.

Basterot, Florimond Jacques, comte de.
De Quebec a Lima; journal d’un voyage dans les deux Ameriques en 1858 et 1859, par le
vicomte de Basterot. Paris, L. Hachette et cie, 1860.
A typescript translation of p. 139-146 and 165-167 is included. They deal with a
Lincoln-Douglas debate in Quincy, Ill. and a general description of Illinois country and
Chicago.

Ilinois in 1837; a sketch descriptive of the situation, boundaries, face of the country,
prominent districts, prairies, rivers, minerals, animlas [sic], agricultural productions,
public lands, plans of internal improvement, manufactures, &c. of the state of Illinois;
also, suggestions to emigrants, sketches of the counties, cities and principal towns in the
state; together with a letter on the cultivation of the prairies, by the Hon. H. L. Ellsworth.
To which are annexed the letters from a rambler in the West... Philadelphia, S. A.
Mitchell, 1837.
“The publisher is probably the author. It was got up mainly to promote the sale of
Illinois lands then owned by John Grigg of Philadelphia.”—Sabin, Bibl. amer., v. 9, no.
34260.



see also: EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION
CHICAGO. DESCRIPTION
CHICAGO. EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION
ILLINOIS. DESCRIPTION AND TRAVEL
ILLINOIS. EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION.

Books on this list may be available at the Chicago Public Library. Some titles may be reference publications,
which must be used in the library. Others may be circulating and may be checked out with a Chicago Public
Library card. To find these and other books at a CPL neighborhood branch or at the HArold Washington Library
Center, please check the online catalog at the Library’s website www.chicagopubliclibrary.org.

Please note that CHM does not manage or endorse external sites. They are provided as a courtesy.
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