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In 1923, the Radium Dial Company opened 3
cock dial painting studio in Ottawa, Hinos.
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Some of the dial painters suffered jaw trouble
tooth trouble, leg pain, and even amputation
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1n 1098 A7 oirle were tested for radiation.
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In 1928, 67 girls were tested for radiation.

Radium Test Resuylts 1928

On June 7, 1928 Radium
put an advertisement inty
local newspaper to lessen

of radiation poisol
Negative 21

Very Suspicious
i3

Doubtful 12
Suspicious 11

When dial painters Catherine Donohue and Marle Rossiter asked for the results, the
were told "My dear girls, if we ever give a medical report to you there will be a riot In this :
place.”” They did not question this because management alone was responsible for the
safety of the employee. The company knew the paint was dangerous, but denled it.
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Radium Dial Company:

On June 7, 1928 Radium Dial
put an advertisement into the
local newspaper to lessen fear

of radiation polsoning.
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In July 1934, seven girls sued Radium Dial Company under the
1911 Winois Workman’s Occupational Disease Act.

Lawsuit

The case was throy
out because Sectio
of the law was
declared invalid.
was “vague, indefin
and... no person b
reading this enactm
can know with
reasonable certain
what rights it confi
and what obligatic
and duties it lays w
the [employer].”
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Victims of Radium- Unite to Help Others
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Research

The radium dial painters became a valuable source of information on
determining the long term health effects of radiation exposure.

From 1957 to 1993, the former workers were
studied at Argonne National Laboratory In
Hlinois.

This data published in 1978
finally determined that
there is a safe lovel of
exposure to radlation,
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Tinally determined that
there is a safe level of
exposure to radiation.

Today. thelr bone and bone ash samples are
stored at The National Human Radiobiology
Tissue Repository at Washington State
University

“In terms of current research, DNA from
Raodium Girls’ bones could be studied to help
scientists to better understand the biologicad
effects of internal rediation. ~*

-Dr. Sergei Tolmachev

o Notice To Employees . J
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matedials is shared by
both the employer
anvd the employees.

The story of the radium dial painters of Ottawa, Illinols illustrates
how, over time, employees, employers, and the government have
each assumed responsibility for worker safety. Workers continue
to stick up for workplace rights and safe conditions, employers
look out for danger, and government enforces safety laws. Today,
the radium dial painters still provide medical information on the
impact of radiation exposure, thereby ensuring the right to a safe
work environment for nuclear workers,
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The story of the radium dial painters of Ottawa, Illinols illustrates

how, over time, employees, employers, and the government have
each assumed responsibility for worker safety. Workers continue

to stick up for workplace rights and safe conditions, employers
look out for danger, and government enforces safety laws. Today,
the radium dial painters still provide medical information on the
impact of radiation exposure, thereby ensuring the right to a safe
work environment for nuclear workers,

“The Living Dead”
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